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It is a class A misdemeanor punishable, notwithstanding the provisions of section 560.021, RSMo, to the contrary, for 
a term of imprisonment not to exceed one year in the county jail or a fine not to exceed ten thousand dollars or both, 
for anyone to sign any initiative petition with any name other than his or her own, or knowingly to sign his or her 
name more than once for the same measure for the same election, or to sign a petition when such person knows he or 
she is not a registered voter.

INITIATIVE PETITION

To the Honorable Robin Carnahan, Secretary of State for the State of Missouri:

We, the undersigned, registered voters of the state of Missouri and _____________ County (or city of St. Louis), 
respectfully order that the following proposed  amendment to the constitution shall be submitted to the voters of the state of 
Missouri, for their approval or rejection, at the general election to be held on the 4th day of November, 2008, and each for 
himself or herself says: I have personally signed this petition; I am a registered voter of the state of Missouri and 
______________ County (or city of St. Louis); my registered voting address and the name of the city, town or village in 
which I live are correctly written after my name. 

Shall the Missouri Constitution be amended to change the power of the General Assembly and
constitutionally chartered cities or counties to:

● Prohibit the use of eminent domain to acquire and resell property found to be blighted, substandard or 
unsanitary for the purpose of clearance, redevelopment or rehabilitation; and

● Allow them to require owners of property found to be a public nuisance to abate or clean up the nuisance 
and, if the property owner fails to do so in a reasonable time, allow the local government to pay for the 
abatement and impose a lien to recover the cost?

The total cost or savings to state or local governmental entities cannot be known. Some state
governmental entities estimate no related costs, however, certain state governmental entities may have unknown or 
indirect costs. Estimated costs to local governmental entities will vary, but could be significant.

CIRCULATOR'S AFFIDAVIT STATE OF MISSOURI, COUNTY OF ________________________

I, ________________________, being first duly sworn, say (print or type names of signers) 

NAME
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DATE
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REGISTERED VOTING ADDRESS
(Street) (City, Town or Village)

ZIP
CODE
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15.

signed this page of the foregoing petition, and each of them signed his or her name thereto in my presence; I believe 
that each has stated his or her name, registered voting address and city, town or village correctly, and that each signer 
is a registered voter of the state of Missouri and _________________ County. 

________________________________
Signature of Affiant
(Person obtaining signatures)
________________________________
________________________________ 

                                                                        Address of Affiant

Subscribed and sworn to before me this _________ day of _____________, A.D._______
____________________________
Signature of Notary

                 

Notary Public (Seal)            
My commission expires ________________________________ 



(NOTE: Bold underscored language, thus, is new, words in brackets, [thus], would be deleted from the 
current Constitution.)

Be it resolved by the people of the State of Missouri that the Constitution be amended:

Section 21 of Article VI of the Constitution of Missouri is amended by modifying Section 21. The existing 
Section 21 is set forth hereinafter with the new matter underlined and deleted matter in brackets, [thus].

Article VI – Local Government
Section 21. Laws may be enacted, and any city or county operating under a constitutional charter may enact 
ordinances which protect property owners from public nuisances, as defined by the Common Law.     In   
the event that an owner of property is found by a court of competent jurisdiction to be harboring such 
nuisance and has not fully abated the nuisance within a reasonable time after final judgment, any 
political subdivision of the state in which the nuisance exists may expend public funds to abate the 
nuisance and impose a lien on the offending property limited to an amount equal to the costs of the 
abatement and reasonable interest on such costs. Enforcement of the lien may be accomplished in the 
same manner as tax liens are enforced. [, providing for the clearance, replanning, reconstruction, 
redevelopment and rehabilitation of blighted, substandard or insanitary areas, and for recreational and other 
facilities incidental or appurtenant thereto, and for taking or permitting the taking, by eminent domain, of 
property for such purposes, and when so taken the fee simple title to the property shall vest in the owner, who 
may sell or otherwise dispose of the property subject to such restrictions as may be deemed in the public 
interest.]


